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A goat was presented in a local farm near Guwahati, Assam with incoordination, ataxia and
staggering gait. Farmer reported goat consumed leaves of Ipomoea plant. Further, based on
the clinical symptoms and history the goat was suspected as a case of I[pomoea toxicity.
The goat was stabilized with intravenous infusion of 5% dextrose, Vit-C and nerve tonic
injection. The goat recovered 24-25 hour after the therapeutic management.
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INTRODUCTION

Goats which graze on the leaves of [pomoea Carnea, a toxic
plant specially during summer and draught period become
prone to its toxic effect (Tirkey et. al., 1987). Important
toxicity sign are lethargy, muscle tremor, hyperexcitability,
dilated pupils, opisthotonus, strabismus, weakness of the hind
limbs, severe incoordination, atxia, wasting and recumbence
(Tokarnia et al. 2002). In this clinical case the goat consumed
leaves of Ipomoea Carnea (locally known as kolmoh).

Case history and Observation

A two year old non-descript doe was presented with
inappetance accompanied by various neurological signs such
as staggering gait, aimless walking and mild ataxic. Clinical
inspection of the goat revealed normal temperature, normal
pulse rate, normal respiration, staggering gait.

It was suspected to be a case of Ipomoea toxicity.
Treatment and Discussion

To stabilize the goat treatment was rendered immediately by
intravenous infusion of 5 % dextrose @ 10ml/kg body weight
intravenously, Vit.- C @ 50 mg/animal orally and neurobion
forte 2 ml/ per animal intramuscullarly. This was in
accordance with the review of Vadlamudi (2011).
Additionally, Vadlamudi (loc.cit) could not explain the
therapeutic basis of this treatment. Neurobion forte was
administered as nerve tonic as the animal was exhibiting
different neurological signs.

*Corresponding author: Yadav S.N

Department of Veterinary Clinical Medicine, Ethics and
Jurisprudence College of Veterinary Science, Assam Agricultural
University, Guwahati PIN-781022

No proper literature was present for treatment of Ipomoea
toxicity, so an attempt was made to save the life of the animal
with very few literature present and providing the
symptomatic treatment. Further, the fluid therapy was
repeated at 6 hours interval for first day then 12 hours interval
for next two days. In the present case, the goat was initially
which was ataxic subsequently returned to normalcy after an
aggressive intensive therapy.

Ipomoea carnea toxicity requires to be prevented in the
inception before the toxicity by providing or implementing
proper dietary management procedures in animal as animal
consume this plant in absence of proper feeding.
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